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SUB J : 21ST UNDP GOVERNING COUNCIL - ITEM 9(A), ASSISTANCE TO 
DROUGHT STRICKEN AREAS OF AFRICA AND ADJACENT AREAS 

1 . SUMMARY: THIS ITEM WAS INTRODUCED BY ASSISTANT ADMINIS- 
TRATOR DOO KINGUE. TWENTY-THREE COUNTRIES AND ONE OBSERVER 
PARTICIPATED IN THE SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS. THE CENTRAL ISSUE WAS 
THE OVERRIDING NEED TO INTEGRATE AND COORDINATE LONG-TERM 
INVESTMENT. LEADERSHIP BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE WITH REGARD TO THE CLUB DES AMIS DU 
SAHEL WAS PRAISED. ADMINISTRATOR MORSE CONFIRMED THAT THE 
SPECIAL SAHELIAN OFFICE PROGRAM HAD BEEN RECENTLY FULLY 
INTEGRATED INTO UNDP ACTIVITIES. 

2. THE DOCUMENTATION FOR THIS ITEM IS CONTAINED IN DP/164. THE 
ITEM WAS INTRODUCED BY ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR AFRICA 
DOO KINGUE WHO DEALTH FRANKLY WITH THE ISSUES OF DROUGHT IN 
BOTH EAST AND WEST AFRICA. HE RESPONDED TO AND WITH FACTS 
AND FIGURES EFFECTIVELY REFUTED THE CHARGES IN THE RECENT 
REPORT BY THE CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR PEACE WITH REGARD TO 
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INTENSIVE DROUGHT IN ETHIOPIA. HE SAID THAT MEASURES 
TO OVERCOME SHORT-TERM STARVATION AND RELATED SUFFERING 
IN THE SUB-SAHARA WERE MORE EFFECTIVE THAN IN THE EARLY 
1970'S BUT CAUTIONED THAT RECENT IMPROVEMENT IN THE RAINFALL 
IN THE SAHEL AND CERTAIN PARTS OF EAST AFRICA SHOULD NOT 
PROMPT UNDUE OPTIMISM. HE WELCOMED THE EFFORTS TO COORDINATE 
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, PARTICULARLY IN THE SAHEL. 
DOO DINGUE EMPAHSIZED THAT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ASSISTANCE 
TO DROUGHT STRICKEN AREAS WAS IN GOOD MEASURE DEPENDENT ON 
THE ACTIONS OF HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

3. TWENTY-THREE MEMBER STATES OF THE UNDP AND ONE OBSERVER 
(ROMANIA) SPOKE IN THE SUBSEQUENT DEBATE. SOMALIA AND 
CHAD DIFFERED WITH THE MORE OPTIMISTIC ANALYSIS OF THEIR 
COUNTRIES' SITUATION CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT DP/164 AND 
CALLED ATTENTION TO THE LETHAL IMPACT OF LOCUSTS RESULT- 
ING FROM MORE ABUNDANT RAINS IN THE HITHERTO DROUGHT 
STRICKEN AREAS. NIGER. MALI AND THE CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC EMPHASIZED THAT THEY FOUND IT INCREASINGLY 
DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH THEIR DROUGHT PROBLEMS IN THE 

FACE OF THE SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN THEIR BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS POSITIONS SINCE EARLY 1974. 

4. THE NETHERLANDS. FRANCE, BELGIUM AND THE US UNDER- 
SCORED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CLUB DES AMIS DU SAHEL 

IN SHAPING A COHERENT AND DONOR-RECIPIENT COORDINATED 
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT EFFORT. THEY POINTED OUT THAT 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF RIVER BASINS, TRANSPORTATION, 

HEALTH AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS REQUIRE ADEQUATE 
INVESTMENT OVER A LONG INTERVAL OF TIME. 

THEY PRASIED THE ENERGETIC AND EFFECTIVE INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE OECD DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
COMMITTEE AND IN THIS CONTEXT SAID THAT THE MEETING 
OF DONOR AFRICAN STATES IN MID-MARCH 1976 COULD BE A SIGNI- 
FICANT MILESTONE. IN A BRIEF INTERVENTION, ADMINISTRATOR 
MORSE NOTED THE ROLE PLAYED BY THE SPECIAL SAHELIAN 
OFFICE (PREVIOUSLY UNDER HIS JURISDICTION AS UNDER 
SECRETARY GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AFFAIRS) AND THE AGREEMENT REACHED AT NOUAKCHOTT 
IN DECEMBER 1975 TO INTEGRATE THIS PROGRAM INTO THE ONGOING 
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